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CONCERNING 


IMcKSIDKNT   GARFIELD'S   ANCESTIIY. 


.\  •  the  stated  meeting  of  tJie  Massaelmsetts  IlistorJeal 
Sceit  ty,  held  in  Boston.  Oet.  13,  lS(SI,the  ]\ev.  Edavakd 
(<.  I'  (UTEK  spolce  of  some  points  i-ehitinir  to  I'resident 
(«arf'"]d's  ancestry  as  I'olhjws  :  — 


M  .  President,  I  am  sure  tlu;  meinlicvs  of  this  Society  will 
t;d;r  .11  interest  in  some  letters  wliieli  have  lately  ('onn^  into 
ni;  ',iuls,  written  hy  onr  lamented  President.  Thev  relate 
to  '••  -  family  history,  as  far  as  he  was  himself  ahle^  to  triiee  it, 
ati'i  ,\  ere  addressed  to  a  relative  of  his,  a.t  present  residing'  in 
Li  ■  !•  u'ton. 

I'm  :ore  reading"  the  letters,  permit  mt>  to  snpj^lv  from  other 
»■  :,  .'s  a  tew  faets  whieli  will  ser\i'  to  shi'd  athhtioiial  li^lit 
njion  the  siihjcet.  It.  is  very  ;,,n'aiifyinc;'  lo  ns  to  k'now  that 
(>'■:  1  resident  eame  from  o-ooil  old  Massaehnselts  stork,  heim;' 
a  ii.,  ;et  deseendant  in  the  ninth  ijcnei'at  ion  from  hMward 
(lai-  !ld,  oiH^  of  the  early  settlers  of  W'atei'town. 

?  'ordinL;'  to  I)r.  Pond,  ihis  I'Mward  and  his  son,  J*]d\vard 
(.r;i'     dd,   .Jr.,*    mnst  both    have   eonie    from   the   old    eonnt!\. 


^  lie  i-fcord   licre  is  obscure.     l>r.   Hdnd's  tluMiry  lliat   tlii-re  were  two   VA- 

w;ii  fatlior  ami   son,  is  a  reasonalilo  and,  at  first   si;,dit,  almost   a   necessary 

01;. '  lit  tile  town  ri'cords,  wliicli  are  well   ijrescrved,  do  not  explicitly  sui)iiorl 

sti.'  I  theory.     Tlu-y  1'rc(iuently  tni-ntion  the  name  of  Ivlward   (iarlield    (with- 

oia  V  distinction)  as  Selectman  in  l<i:;s,  liior.,  and  ltj()-j,  and  as  conslahle  even 

ii:- '  as  Ultil,  when  the  entry  occurs,  "  Oidd  ( larl'eild  and  Willi  liond  are  chosen 

!■..■  ales  for  this  yeare  ensewinn'."      He  w  as  called   old    not   iieccssaiiiy  lo  dis- 

Ui  ,.  ■   h   him   from    a    youiincr   (iarfield,  lint   ])iM-liaiis  simplN-  on   ai'couMt  of   his 

HI..  .■  igo,  for  he  nnist  have  been  about   sr,   ||i:it    \'ear,  as   it   is   le'_;ibl\-  recorded 


Edward,  Jr.,  was  admitted  freeman  in  lG;-)5,  and  served  as  | 

h^electman  in  lijoS,  1055,  and  1('A)'2.     In  the  orii^inal  allotmenis  | 

of  land,  liis  name  appears  as  a  grantee  in  different  sections  *>l"  1 

tiie  town,  and  afterward  he  pnrchased  a  hirge  iorty-acre  1^'t  ■ 
whieli  liad  l)elono-ed  to  the  Rev.  Georo'c  Phillips,  \\''atertown's  ' 

first  minister,  and  which  was  adjacent  to  land  granted  to  Sir  , 

Kichard  Saltonstall.     IMie  pro}>ei-tv  is  known  in  our  da^^  as  i 

the  Governor  (lore  place.  I 

JUnijamin    Gurfield,      ^_          ^        ^        y^          ~.        born   in  f 

1G4:*),  the  fourth  child    ^'^mfa'^nMr-'y^^v^fCK^    of    E'h  '• 

ward,  Jr.,  was  a  noted    ""^       '                 0         ^               man    in  [ 

liis    day  ;    heing    repeatedly    elected    to    the    princl])al    tow  !i  | 
ollices,    and    serving    nine    terms    as   lieprcsenlative    to    tlu' 
(ieneral  Gonrt  between  li»8l)  and  1717.     W^i  was  also  capti)!;i 
of  the  militia.      He  married,  iirst,  Mehitabel  IJawkins,  wlio-f 

gi'avestone  in  the  oVX  Watcrtown  biu'ving-ground  is  inscriln-d  ■ 

as  follows  :  —  S 

j! 

]M  i: n  ETA  r,  v.  i.  •  fi  e a  rt f  v. i  l d  . 

The  •  AVifi-  •  of-  f'>i:N.iAMiN  I 

Geaueeh.d  •  Aged  •  2i')  y"  '' 

and  •  Deceased  •  tlie  •  '■)  Day  • 

of  •  the  •  :»  I\[oiith  •  1(;7.)  |j 


Captain  Garfield's  second  wife  was  Elizabeth  (inothcr  ci." 
Thomas,  below  ),  dau'j li- 

ter ot   Aratthew  («.T^CoQ..«i,-,^!e/7^    ^^X'r2^>^^15rid  ;v. 
She  (tutlived  him,  c/  ^     an! 

married,  17-!0,  Daniel  Harrington,  of  I.exington. 

Captain  iuMiiamin  died  in  1717.  His  grave  maybe  found 
near  the  ujijicr  corner  of  the  (dd  \\'^aUham  buryiiig-grunud  ou 
Main  Street,   n(;ar   lieaver  lirook.      1l   is  marked   by  a  good- 


tlDcuiiR'nt,  and  shows  that  ihu  testator  (tlie  t'athur  of  SamiiL-l,  Josepli,  Keht. ;,•'•. t 
Ahi;;ail,  and  l!t.Mijamiii)  was  in  fuL-hlc  Iiealtli,  and  not  ahle  to  write  his  name  ii 
ICitiS,  or  t'onr  years  before  iiis  recorded  deatii  iit  the  aqe  of  '.)7.  Tiie  wrilei 
therefore  ventures  to  suj^iiest  tliat  tlienj  was  lint  one  I'Mward,  and  that  many  o 
his  [iiiljlic  services,  as  well  as  his  second  marriage,  took  ])iace  wlien  lie  was  fai 
advanced  in  years.  li»stances  niii;ht  he  (jnoted  in  our  own  time  of  similar  !-cr 
vices  and  even  marriages  at  as  great  an  aj;c. 

11'  this  tiieory  lie  correct,  the  I'residcni  must  l)e  counted   as   a  ties 
tlic  eij^hlli,  a)id  not  tlie  ninth,  ^feneration  from  the  first  (iartifhl  in  thi 


;1 


.^ir.f  I,    iliick  slab  of  slate-stono,  ornainentcd   witli   a  winged 
lic.ui  and  scroll  woik,  and  bears  the  inscri|)tion  :  — 


Here  Lyos  Buried  tlio 

Body  ol"  Cap'  Bknjamin 

Gkaufkild  Aged  7i  Year 

AVho  Departed  This  Life 

November  the  28  1717 

Blessed  are  the  Dead  tliat  Die  in  the  Lord. 

The  Captain  had  eiglit  children,  of  whom  the  fourth  was 
Lieutenant  (^sometimes  called  C\i[)tain^  'J'homas  (jlariield,  born 
1G8<',  who  established  his  home  in  that  part  of  Weston  which, 
in  1754,  was  incorporated  with  portions  of  liexington  and 
Concord  as  the  toAvn  of   Lincoln.     His  line  old  homestead 


THI.    (iAi;Kli;i.l>    ll(>>)hH    IX    LINCOLN'." 


niiiy  still  1)6  seen  about  one  mile  directly  south  of  the  centre 
of  Lincoln,  standing  half  way  l)etween  the  Weston  road  and 
Beaver  Pond,  and  a[tproached  by  a  lane,  shaded  by  pine  trees. 
i      Tt  is  a  large,  square,  two-story  farm-honse  of  the  better  sort, 
I      W'lh  the  usnal  capacious  chimney  in  the  centre.     I  drove  over 

*  Drawn  by  E.  G.  Cliainpney. 
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there  with  a  friend  one  day  this  week,  and  I  am  free  to  (=ay 
that  for  l)eauty  of  situation,  amphi  farm  accessories,  and  the? 
general  air  of  rural  comfort,  I  do  not  Icnow  of  a  phtce  aiu-  i 
Avliere  in  tlie  vicinity  more  desiralde  as  a  residence. 

Tlie  liouse  is  now  temporarily  occupied  by  i\Ir.  Frank 
Wheeler,  but  until  within  a  few  years  it  was  in  the  })c.-.- 
session  of  tlic  Fislco  family,  wlio  were  descendants  of  tlu: 
Garllekls.  ^->>. 

Lieutenant     Thomas  ^  ^  fj     \ 

married,     1706,     Mercy      /-t/    .  /^  ^('f/l 

Bigelow,    of    the    well-    (     J^tJ}?^^    V^^^  ^^^^ 
known  Watertown  fam-    ^  / 

ily.      They    had    twelve    children,  of   whom  the  third    .vas 
Thomas  Gariiekl,  Jr.,  who  Avas  born  in  ITl^k 

lie  married,  1742,  Reljccca  Johnson,  of  Lunenhuro-,  and, 
with  his  fatlier  and  his  l)rother  John,*  he  was  in  1747  among 
the  twenty-live  founders  of  the  First  Church  of  Lincoln. 
Thomas,  Jr.,t  was,  like  his  father,  a  lieutenant  in  his  town's 
company.  The  military  spirit  at  that  time  was  injrowinc^  rap- 
idly, and  Abram  Garfield,  youngest  son  of  this  Thomas,  par- 
ticipated in  the  fight  at  Goncord  Lridgo,  as  will  appear  in  oni; 
of  the  following  letters. 

The  graves  of  Thomas,  Jr.,  his  wife  Rebecca,  and  son 
Abram,  may  be  seen  in  the  old  graveyard  on  the  hill  near  th.; 
Lincoln  churcli,  marked  by  the  tall  slate-stone  slabs  of  the 
period,  and  inscribed  as  follows  :  — 

—  Memento  3fo7-i  — 

In  INIemory  of  JNIr. 

Thomas  Gkaiifiei.d 

"Who  departed  this 

Life  Jauuury  .'i*' 

1774  Li  tlie  (;2'i 

Year  of  bis  age. 

Tlie  Sin  of  Adam's  laid  me  low 

I'or  Sin  liatli  wroiij^iit  an  ovcrtlirow, 

]''r(>iii  (lust  I  came  t  )  dusl  Im  comu 

Anil  now  tlie  diisi  heconies  my  home 

AVhun  C'liiist  comes  down  with  Saints  to  reign 

The  tlusl  me  no  nujie  shall  ilL'tain. 


*  Town  treasurer  of  Lincoln  in  1759  ami  ITt'iO.  John  Garfield  and  Tliankfu 
his  wife  are  buried  in  the  lower  cemetery  at  l^incoln,  near  the  British  soldiers 
grave. 

t  Selectman  in  1750,  and  town  treasi;rer  in  1770. 


Here  lyes  y®  Body  of 

INIrS   REBECKAH^GKAra'-IELD 

Consoit  to  iMr. 

Thomas  Oearfihld 

AVlio  ileparted  tliis  Life 

Fel/y  tlie  3  1703  in  y'' 

4.")'^  Ye:ir  of  Her  Age. 

Slie  was  Virtuous  in  Life  &  Submissive  at  Deatli. 


In  ]\Icinory  of  Mr. 

A n i; a u a M   G  KA n ki ei,T) 

Son  of  Mr  Tiio.MAS 

Gaijeiei.I)  und  .Mrs 

RkIjecca  liis  wife 

Who  departed  tliis 

Life  Aupt  lotli  1775  In 

tlie  2X  year  of  liis  age. 

Under  tliese  clods  my  Body  dotli  lie 
Tlioiigli  ill  my  ininie  yet  1  must  die 
It  was  (iod^  will  it  sliduld  liu  so 
'J'lierelbre  tiike  warniii''-  all  below. 


ill  consequence  of  the  elevation  of  General  Garfield  to  the 
rrrsidency,  and  especially  since  the  excitement  attending-  his 
as>;i,ssinatioii,  these  graves  of  his  ancestoi'.s  have  beconic  the 
ohi''ct  of  tender  interest  to  the  ]ieopl(_;  of  Lincoln.  ( )n  the 
sad  finu'ral  Monday,  after  a])}irojiriate  services  at  elinrcli,  tliey 
ass.nihled  ill  tlie  cemetery,  and  hy  tlie  hands  oi"  tlie  cliildrcn 
sli^'Wcd  (lowers  ill  [irofusion  around  these  amdent  and  now 
liMiM)red  graves. 

li  is  not  nceessary  that  I  should  say  more  to  complete  the 
Connection  hetween  the  early  ancestors  of  the  President  and 
t!i"  e  of  whom  he  himself  speaks  in  the  following  letters.  I 
w\\\  only  add  that 
Sdi'mon        Garfield, 

b<M  ,1  1743,  the  Pres-    ^    yp  ^         ^  ^^ 

id.'!  t's    great-gran.l-   C/ Cf-t^rU/^ 
fallier,    \vas   the  son 
of  I'homas,  Jr.,  whose  ejdtaph  is  given  above.     While  a  young 
.'uan,  Solomon  removed  to  Westminster,*  in  this  State.     His 


*  For  ii  fuller  account  of  Solomon  and  bis  family  at  Westminster,  see  tbe 
pai.i  1  tipon  I'rcsidt'nt  Uartield's  New  iMi^iand  ancestry,  since  read  by  Senator 
llw.it  al  ibe  Oeloiier  meetiiinof  tlie  American  Aiiti(|uarian  Society,  and  to  be 
pulili-ibed  witli  tliat  Society's  I'roceedinj^s. 
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name  appears  in  tlie  list  of  Captain  Noah  Miles's  company, 
which  niarclied  from  tliat  town  to  Cambridge  on  hearing  if 
the  events  of  the  10th  of  April,  1775. 

AVashington,  D.  C,  Jan.  8,  1872. 

My  dear  Sm, — You  can  lianlly  imagine  the.  plt^asure  whicl)  yoi:r 
letter  of  tin;  .'](1  instant  lias  given  uw.  Yuu  will  better  understand  why, 
when  I  tell  you  the  causes  which  have  so  nearly  shut  nie  oil"  from  any 
knowledge  ot  my  ancestry. 

JNIy  father  moved  into  the  wild  woods  of  Ohio  Ix'fore  lie  was  twenty- 
years  of  age,  and  (hed  when  he  was  thirty-tlave,  and  of  coiu'se  when 
his  cliildren  were  all  snndl,  and  I,  the  youngest,  hut  an  infant. 

Separated  thus  from  tlni  eai'ly  home  of  our  lather,  we  hail  Imt  scanty 
means  of  obtaining  any  thing  like  accurate  information  of  his  aucestr)  . 
The  most  I  knew,  until  quite  recently,  were  the  family  tra<litions  re- 
tained in  the  memory  of  my  mother,  as  she  had  heard  them  from 
father  and  his  mother. 

Befori;  giving  yon  any  of  tin;  later  facts  which  have  come  to  my 
knowledge,  J  will  copy  from  a  meniorandiim  1  wrote  in  LS.uS,  as  10 
facts  given  me  by  niy  mother.      Here  it  is:  — 

I.  Solomon  Garfield  (son  of  Thomas  (larfield)  came  from  the  town 
of  Weston,  Massachusetts,  to  Worcester,*  Otsego  Comity,  New  Yoi'k, 
where  he  sjxiiit  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  and  died  about  IM.)?,  l)y  an 
accidental  fall  from  a  beam  in  his  barn.  Ills  wife,  my  mother  think.'-, 
was  a  3Iiss  Lucy  l>rown,t  from  IJostim  or  ueai-  ISoston,  but  of  the  nanu 
she  is  not  peilc'clly  certain.      Yonr  record  .'-:i\'s  she  was  Sarah  Stimson. 

r>ut  little  was  known -«f  Solomon's  father's  fainilv  beyond  one  jiusi- 
tive  and  one  supjtosed  fact.  I'or  a  reason  you  will  see  presently  it 
was  known  that  he  had  one  bi-otlier  by  the  name  of  Abraham.  It  \''us 
suppose.(l  that  Solomon's  father's  name  was  Thomas. 

II.  To  Solomon  and  his  wife  there  were  born  in  Worcester.^  Ots  ,, 
County,  New  York,  the  following 

Chihircu:  — 

1.  Thomas,  h.  1774,  d.  IHOl,  Worcester,  New  York. 

2.  Solomon. 
'3.  Kebecca, 
4.  Hannah. 
r>.  Lucy. 


*  Not  ilirc(,'tly.     He  removed  from  I-incoln  about  1770  to  Westminster,  Miis- 
saohiisett.s,  where  lie  resiiled  at  least  until  17!-^.'^. 

t   Evidently  u  mistake.     Lucy  (JavtieKl,  sUter  of  Solomon,  married  iS'a'ian  ', 
Brown,  ot  ]>ineoln.  ,' 

J  The  chiliireii  were  all  horn  in  AVestminster,  Atassaeliiisetts.  : 


n  I  ■  v , 

'is        III.  Thomas  Garlleld  (1  above)  married  Aseiiatli  Hill  of  Schoharie      ^  ^ 
■';    County,  New  York,  who  was  born  177S.     To  them  were  born  in  Wor- '     y^ 
.  i'.    cesler,  Xew  York,         'i -',.•     ^..     '-.<'  W'!i- C  •■  -     -"    rt  •.  "A",  v.  i^ 

Children :  — '  j      ,.   ,     .         ■      ,,  ,  /v 

1.  Polly,  b.  170.").  •        "  ""'^  "    "'  ■       ""  (/i, 
•     2.   lictsey,  b.  17U7.       .                                                                            — 

^     <j.  Al)raham,  b.  171)9,  iJec.  28,  and  died  in  Orange,  Cuyahoga  County, 
Ohio,  May  3,  IHo."^.      Jle  was  my  father. 
'     4.  Tliomas,  b.  1801,  Nov.  I'J.  ■  ^ 

•^    Ol'  tliis  family  all  are  dead  except  Thomas,  t-he  youngest,  who  resides 
iu  Newbui'gh,  near  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  has  a  huge  family. 

IV.  Abraham  Garfield  (."  above)  married  Eliza  Ballon,  who  was 
born  in  Ivichmond,  New  Hampshire,  Sept.  21,  IJSOI.  They  were 
Harried  Fel».  o,  1«2(). 

To  them  were  l)orn 

(^luUren:—  "•        "    -' 

.     1.   Mehitabcl,  1).  Jan.  2S,  ],S21.     Still  living.  ^  "-  ,    "'    •■■ 

N    2.   Thomas,  b.  Oct.  IG,  1822.  "        >' '  -       "-." 

\  3.   JMary,  l«.  Oct.   I'J,  1821. 

'  4.  James  J'.allou.  b.  Oct.  21,  1820,  and  died  Jan.  8,  182'J.  ' 

''  i).  James  Abram,  b.  Nov.  !',•,  1831.      (Myself.) 

V.  James  A.  Cai-ficld  (.')  above)  was  nian-icd  Xov.  11,  18.>S,  to 
TiUcretia    Kudolph,  of    Hiram,  Portage  County,  ( )hio.      To  them  wei'e 

,     3urn 

\  \  Child nm  :  — 

L  Kliza  Arabella,  b.  July  3,  18(;(),  and  died  Dec.  3,  1803. 

2.  liari-y  Aumislus,  b.  Oct.   11,  IM'.."'.. 

3.  dinncs   Kndolpli,  b.  Oct.   17,  18('i,>. 
•1.  Miiry,  b.  Jan.   17.  iHlw. 

5.    Irviii  McDowell,  b.  Aug.  3,  1870, 

;:  So  nnich  I  can  give  yon  of  my  own   knowledge,  except  the  tradi- 

■>^     I  )nal  accounts  mentioned  abov(!. 

'.  i\Iy  father  Abraham  was  named  after  his  great-unch^  the  brother 
^,  c  his  grandfather  Solomon,  and  iidierited,  oi-  should  ha\e  inherited,  a 
^;peccof  land  which  till!  said  great-uncle  Abialiaiu  willed  to  Tliouuis, 
a  d  [which  was  willed]  by  hint  to  my  father,  foi-  his  n:iine.  It  was 
t;  is  circumstance;  whi<-h  biought  down  to  ns  the  fact  of  Solomon's 
h.  viug  a  brother  of  that  name,  though  I  will  mention  in  piis.sing  that 
it  lid  not  bring  the  farm  with  it,  as  the  early  death  of  my  father  left 
til  ;  matter  unsettled,  and  it  lapsed. 

During  the  last  cightcien  years  1  have,  fr(mi  time  to  time,  picked   up 
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fragmentary  facts  and  traditions  concerning  our  family  and  its  origin. 
Many  of  tliese  traditions  are  vague  and  no  doubt  worthless,  l)ut  I  have 
no  doubt  they  have  some  truth  in  them. 

One  of  them  is  that  the  family  was  originally  from  "Wales.  This 
tallies  with  what  you  say  concerning  the  original  Edward  (?iarlield 
coming  from  the  neighboi'hood  of  Chester,  England.  1  stood  on  the 
walls  of  Chester  a  little  more  than  four  years  ago,  and  looked  out  on 
the  bleak  mountains  of  Wales,  whose  northern  bovmdary  lay  at  my  feet 
along  the  baidcs  of  the  Dee.  J*ossibly  I  was  near  our  anct'stral  home. 
A  Welsh  scholar  told  me,  not  many  years  ago,  that  he  had  no  douV)t 
our  family  was  connected  with  the  builders  of  an  old  castle  in  AVales, 
loiig.siiu;e  in  ruins,  but  still  known  as  Gaerlili  Castle.* 

1  give  you  this  conjecture  for  what  it  is  worth. 

I  have  seen  the  family  crest 


lude  in  your  lettei'.  It  was 
years  ago  by  the  J»ev.  John 
Haven,  Connecticut,  and  I 
it  in  a  book  of  jMiglish  lier- 
have  a  spare  copy  of  tlie  cut, 
to  receive  it. f 

While   I  wf\s   in  college,  at 
Massachusetts,  in   ISo-l  to  o(!. 


to  which  you  al- 
shown  me  some 
Garfield,  of  Jsew 
have  since  seen 
aldiy.  Jf  yon 
J  should  be  uhut 


louud  a  hu'L'.e 
twenty  families, 
hood.  ^Vmong 
and  'J'h(nnas, 
ui'd  along  in  the 
had    come    from 


Williainstown, 
1  went  down    to 
old    'J'yringham    and    Lee,   in     \T^/\~\-.-T'T\~\-7^/    Ik^rkshire  Cdui 
ty,   jNiassuchusetts,    and   there 
number     of    (larfields,    some 
old  residents  of  that  neighbor- 
them  were  the  names  Solomon 
which  seemed  to  have  contin- 
family.       I    found    that    they 
the  neighborhood  of  Boston. 

In  an  old  graveyard  in  Tyringham  (now  iNIonterev),  I  found  the 
tombstone  of  Lieutenant  Isaac  GearHeld  (for  that  I  learn  was  the  early 
spelling  of  the  name),  and  on  the  stone  was  recorded  ITo'j,  as  the  dat(^- 
of  his  deatli.  Tlie  familv  told  me  that  he  (  Lieutenant  Isaac)  (■i-o.>>cu 
the  mountains  into  the  wilderness  ot'  \Vestei'n  Massachusetts  in  about 
17.")'l,  and  slept  tiu(  fu'st  night  under  his  cai't.  Comparing  this  fact  with 
your  record,  1  should  say  that  he  was  the  same  as  the  Jsaac  whom 
you  jait  (hjwn  as  the  fifth  child  of  Lieutenant  Thomas  Crarlield  (No. 
IV.)t  and  the  next  younger  brother  of  Thomas  (the  father  of  Solomon, 
my  great-gi'andfather)  and  an  older  brother  of  Samuel,  your  great- 
grandfather. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  obtained  an  old  histoiy  of  Lerkshire 


*  An  imiiosinp:  pile  of  ruins  near  Cardiff,  covering  many  acres,  and  spelled 
soinetiiiies  C:ierplnlly. 

t  Tlu'  steel  (lie  eoiitaining  tlie  coat-of-arms  was  sent  to  General  OarfieUl,  and 
will  (lcml)tlesb  be  found  among  his  t'ainily  i);iiiers. 

I  JJeferring  to  a  list  of  the  earlier  brandies  of  the  family  taken  from  tjond's 
History  of  Watertown. 


11 

County,  Massacliusetts,  written  by  tlie  IJev.  David  Dudley  Field,  and 
published  iu  Pittslield,  jMassacliusetts,  in  1829. 

On  pages  277  to  280,  I  find  the  history  of  the  organization  and  ■ 
settlement  of  tlie  town  of  Tyringham.  Prom  tliis  account  it  appears 
that  in  1735  the  Legislature  authorized  tlie  laying  out  of  four  new 
towns,  each  six  miles  sipiare,  the  lii-st  of  which  towns  was  Tvi'iiigham. 
The  historian  says,  ''  It  was  divided  by  lot,  four  of  the  pro^jrictors 
being  clergymen,  and  they  drew  tlie  following  lots:  — 

'•  Ivev.  "\Villiain  Williams  of  ^^'eston  diew  Lot  No.  38,  now  occupied 
by  Daniel  Garfield.  .  .  .  The  settlement  was  conmienced  in  173'.). 
Li  Ajiril  of  that  year,  Lieutenant  ]>aa(',  Cailirld  and  Thomas  Slatom 
moved  into  Lot  TS'o.  J.  .  .  .  About  I7o0,  John  Jackson  niDVud  into  the 
town  from  ^^'eston,  and  persons  by  the  luune  (jf  Thomas  and  Orton  .  .  . 
moved  into  it  abu\it  the  same  time  .  .  .  The  first  log  house  in  this 
section  of  the  town  (Xcu'th  Tyringham)  was  erected  by  Deacon 
Thomas  ( )rton,  about  17tJ2,  on  the  ground  since  owned  aiul  occujticd 
by  his  son-in-law,  Isaac  (iarlield." 

You  will  see  from  these  extracts  that  the  settlement  of  Tyi'iughani 
was  liegun  by  persons  from  Weston,  and  that  the  Garlields  that  came 
into  Tyringham  intermai'ried  with  families  from  Weston. 

It  seems  to  make  the  conclusion  very  strong  that  the  Gai'lields  were 
themselves  from  Weston.  I  ha\e  no  doubt  that  the  Lieutenant  Isaac 
Gaitield,  whose  tombstone  I  have  mentioned  above,  is  the  (Jarfidd 
named  in  the  records  of  Watertown  and  \\'estoii,  refcrrfd  to  in  your 
letter. 

I  am  sure  I  do  not  need  to  apologize  to  you  for  this  long  letter, 
for  if  it  gives  you  half  the  pleasure  yours  has  given  me,  you  will  not 
lire  of  its  length. 

1  beg  you  to  write  me  any  further  details  you  may  [lossess  and  any 
you  niay  hert'after  obtain. 

Should  you  ever  come  to  "Washington  while  I  am  here,  or  into  the 
neighl)(n'hood  of  my  home  at  Hiram,  Ohio,  while  I  am  there,  consider 
yoursclt'  invited  as  a  welcome  guest. 

Very  truly  yours, 

E.  I.  GA.Kun.n,  Esq.,  J-  ^^-  CLvKFIKLD. 

L'oiuiitnilk-r's  (_)fUce,  Dktuoit,  Mtch. 

ry^ Wasuingtox,  1).  C  Feb.  3,  1873. 

Df.ak  Srit,  —  Yours  of  the  30th  January  came  duly  to  hand.  J  gave- 
It  to  Garlielde,  with  the  request  that  he  furnish  such  information 

as  he  could  on  tin.-  point  referred  to.  I  enclose  you  his  note  received 
to-day.  The  final  "  e  "  with  which  he  s[)e]ls  his  name  is  an  ailectation 
of  his  own,  and  I  am  sorry  he  uses  it. 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.  A.  Garfikld. 
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House  of  'Repkesentativks, 
Washinotox,  1).  C,  Feb.  7,   IHSO. 
E.  T.  Gakfielo,  Afr.  Aunuim,  Mass. 

You  have  my  thanks  for  your  Icitnl  ]ctti;r  of  the  r)tli  iii.^tatit.  .^iviiif; 
me  tlie  details  of  old  family  liistoiy,  as  found  in  AV'atertown  and 
vicinity. 

1  have  preserved 'your  interesting  letters  on  the  subject  written 
years  ago,  and  shall  take  pleasure  in  adding  to  my  stock  of  in  formation 
any  thing  further  you  may  send  me. 

Mv  History  of  Watert<j\vn  is  in  Ohio,  and  I  am  not  certain,  but  I 
think  there  is  no  map  in  it,  and  if  you  will  send  me  one  I  will  be  very 
glad,  and  will  place  it  among  my  collection  of  papers  and  data  in  re- 
hitioii  to  the  Garlield  family.  1  am  always  glad  to  receive  any  infor- 
mation on  this  .subject,  at  any  convenient  time. 

Since  our  last  correspondence  on  the  subject,  I  found  an  interesting 
recoi'd  in  Journals  of  the  Continental  C'ongr(\ss.  It  is  ri'coi-ded  tliei-e 
that  dohu  Hoar  and  Abram  Oarlic'ld,  both  of  J^incoln,  uuule  their 
allidavit,*  which  was  printed  by  the  Continental  Congress,  showing 
how  the  attack  at  Concord  l)i-i<lge  began.  IJotli  these  men  were  in 
the  fight  at  the  bridge. 

Jt)iMi  Hoar  was  the  grandfather  f  of  the  present  .Senator  Hoar,  and 
Abram  Garliehl  was  my  great-uncle,  alter  whom  my  father,  Abram 
Garlielil,  was  named,  and  from  whom,  thiough  my  father,  1  got  my 
middle  name. 

1  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  at  any  time. 

Very  truly  youi's, 

J.  A.   G.VKFIICLD. 

Mkntok,  Onio,  Jan'y  !'.»,  1S81. 

'>rY  DKAU  Sn;,  —  Yours  of  the  1  .'')th  instant  came  <luly  to  hand.  'Jdie 
pen  to  which  you  refer  has  not  yet  come. 

J  have  rea(i  with  interest  your  adtlitional  memoi-aTida  concerning  the 

Garlields  of  JMassachusetts,  and  als(j  your comnumicatioii  in  rcl'er- 

encc  to  

Mr.  10.  I.  (;ai;i'iki.i>, 

Iv\sr  l.KxiNc.TON,  Mass. 

Executive  Mansiox, 

WASHlNXiTON,  July    1,  IbSl.J 

Dkau  Siu,  —  The  pressure  upon  the  President's  time  prevents  him 
from  sc'uding  a  personal  res|)ons(;  to  your  note  of  the  oOth  ultimo.      He  ^ 
directs  nie,  tlierefore,  to  acknowledge  its  receipt  and   to   say  that   it  is 
impcjssible  at  this  time  for  him  U)  tell  whether  he  will  be  able  to  s[)are 

*  See  depositions  taken  at  Lexinjiton,  April  '_*:],  1775,  by  authority  of  tlio 
Provincial  Cou<^ies.s. 

t  (Jreatf^raiidfatbor. 

t  'fliis  letter  was  written  lato  Friday  ovonin;:;,  July  1,  and  postmarked 
"  Washington,  July  1*,!  c.  :m.,"  three  hours  alter  the  assassination.  Jl  nuist, 
therefore,  have  been  one  of  the  very  last  written  or  dictated  by  the  I'resiiient. 
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tlio  time  to  make  the  trip  you  propose,  lie  expects  to  be  at  Concord, 
JMassacluisetts,  for  a  short  time,  ami  if  its  is  possible  for  liim  to  'j;o  to 
"Wafertowu  he  will  be  glad  to  do  so,  but  cannot  tell  certainly  about  it 
until  he  reaches  Concord. 

Expressing  the  President's  cordial  thanks  for  your  courtesy, 
1  am  yours  very  rt'sjfectt'uUy, 
'  J.  Stanley  IJkoavx, 

Mr.  E.  I.  GAiJFiKf.n,  J'llcate  t<ecretarii. 

27  Franlclin  St.,  Bosxox,  M.vss. 

It  is  well  Jviiowii  t,li;it  tlio  President  w;is  antieipalini^  parent 
pleasure  in  his  projeeted  trij)  to  New  hjii^iand,  U[)i)n  wliicli  ho 
liad  just  started  wlien  iu3  was  stricken  <lown  by  tlie  hand  of 
the  assassin.  It  was  liis  intention,  alter  visiting;  liis  A/ma 
Mater  at  Willianistown  and  making-  a  brief  tour  of  tlie 
mountains,  to  lullil  a  lonci^-eberislied  desire  of  se'eiiiL;"  the  early 
liomes  and  c^iaves  of  bis  aneesbirs,  and  the  adjaeent  historical 
sites  made  famous  by  the  e\ents  of  A[)ril  PJ,  1775. 
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THIS  IS  Yic    LAST  WILL    OF   EI)^YAIJD   OAK  FIELD." 


[Dec.  ."0,  ir,r,8.] 

T,  Edward  Garfeild  of  AVatertowii  bein-r  sick  in  bo<ly  yet 
throngli  i^ods  gODcliies  sound  in  my  nietnory,  dou  decluru  this  to  be 
my  last  will  and  testiment  as  followeth  : 

Inpi'i.  I  give  and  l)e(iueetli  unto  my  son  Samuell  Oarf'cild  tcnTi 
pounds  to  l)e  paid  in  conic  or  catle  within  one  year  after  my  decease: 
and  forty  akers  of  my  land:  lieng  on  the  side  of  Prospect  hill:  and  a 
peeee  of  meddow  eontaineing  abonte  two  akers  ami  a  halfe  and  lu'lng 
on  the  east  side  of  Stony  brooke:  the  same  peecc  of  meddow  \\  hirli  yo 
s'^  Sanmell  have  made  usa  nlrcady  foi-  diverse  years  witli  my  allow- 
ance :  ])rovided  ye  s''  Sanuiell  alows  a  cart  wav  ihinngh  ye  s''  peecN-  of 
meddow  to  my  meddow  on  the  otlier  sidi^  of  Stonv  brooke  :  al^o  I  !,dve 
unt(j  ye  s'^  Samuell  all  my  wearing  cloathes  and  m\'  great  bible  :  now 
the  reason  why  I  give  no  moi-e  to  my  s''  son  Samuell  is  because  he 
marieng  Tiiany  years  ago  I  have  foianerly  given  him  both  land  and 
other  estate. 

•j'liy-  J  n\y^i  i,„to  my  son  Joseph  Garfeild  ye  house  and  land  which 
lie  now  lives  in:  ye  land  containing  about  nine  and  tweiitv  akers:  also 
I  givi;  unto  ye  s''  Joseph  ten  akei-s  of  meddow  lieng  on  the  farther  side  of 
Ohesters  brooke  westward  coinainely  called  plaiiie  meddow  :  also  1  give 
unfit  ye  s''  Joseph  Tiiy  fai'ine  as  also  a  maai-e  colt  dt"  almut  a  ven-  old. 

.■>'"'■  I  gi\('  unto  my  daiiglitei'  IJeliecka  .Mixter  twentv  pounds  to 
be  paid  her  in  coiaie  or  catle  witliiu  two  years  alter  my  descees  :  as  also 
two  pewter  platters. 

•1"''-'  I  give  unto  my  <huigliter  Al)igall  (Jai-feild  twenty  pounds, 
tenn  [lOiiud  to  be  paid  at  the-  time  of  her  uiariaL'e  and  teiiii  pounds  to 
be  paid  two  years  after:  hut  if  yt^  s''  Abigail  shall  die  unniaried,  then 
my  \^■ill  yt  ye  s''  twenty  pounds  lieeeipiallv  di\ide(l  to  Sanuiejl  Ciarfeild 
my  s(Mi  and  Joseph  (Jarfeild  my  son  :  and  ]>eujamin  Oarleild  my  son 
and  Kebocka  Mixter  my  daiightei- :  and  if  \e  s''  .Miigall  do  Iiv(!  un- 
marie([yt  then  my  will  is  she  shall  be  allowed  li\('  and  twenty  shillings 
a  yeere  so  long  as  she  lives  umuaried.  Allso  I  ^ive  unto  ve  s''  .Abioall 
a  tether  bed  and  boulster  with  a  riigg  and  two  blankets  and  one  pewter 
platter. 

,')"''>■  r  nrive  unto  my  grandchiM  Sara  Pai-khust  one  ewe  sheepe 
and  an  ewe  lamb. 

0"''>-  I  give  unto  Sara  (iarf<'ild  my  grandtdiild  seven  pounds  pro- 
vi(h'd  she  servs  oute  her  time:  hut  if  she  servs  not  oute  \\fv  tinui 
then  my  will  is  }t  she  shall  have  hut  liftv  shillings  only: 

7  '''  I  give  unto  l']pln'aiiu  (Sarfeild  my  grandchild  two  cows  to 
Ije  paid  within  thice  yeais  after  my  desceese. 

8"''*-  I  i;ive  and  he(jueetli  unto  my  bcdoved  wife  a  cow  which  my 
s''  wife  shall  have  liliertv  to  choose  aiiKuiL;-  all  mi  catle. 


If) 

AIIso  I  allow  unto  my  s**  wife  five  poiitid  a  yeer  as  long  as  she  lives, 
for  wliicli  my  wife  had  a  hoiid  of  nice  l)efore  niariai^e  : 

ye  s''  live  pound  to  be  paid  in  wheet  and  ]>eese  and  ry  ami  Indian  l)y 
ee(|aal  pioportion  :  (if  my  executor  have  them  growing)  at  contry  price 
at  sucli  ]ilace  in  Cambridge  as  my  s''  wife  shall  apoynt:  allso  my  will 
is  yt  my  s'^  wife  shall  if  she  pleese  continue  in  my  hou^e :  she  shall 
Ijave  ye  new  bed  chamber  for  her  use  with  all  the  furuatui'e  in  it,  for 
ye  space  of  seven  month  :  as  allso  a  sulliciency  of  lier  wood  for  her 
owiie  particular  burning:  allso  my  will  is  that  my  beloved  wife  above 
s''  and  my  daugliter,  Abigail  above  s*^  and  my  maid  Ann  should  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  what  tlax  or  hemp  or  wool  there  shall  be  in  my  house  at 
my  desceese  :  and  allso  yt  they  are  to  live  at  ye  cliarge  of  my  estate  for 
ye  space  of  seven  months  as  above  s*^. 

As  an  a<litiou  to  my  beloved  wivs  legaci-  my  will  is  yt  she  shall 
injoy  a  felher  bed  and  boulster  and  two  litle  pillows  which  weai'e  of 
her  owue  inakeing :  allso  a  wooline  wheele  and  a  litn'n  wiicrlc. 

Allso  I  doe  nominate  and  ai)oynt  my  loveing  son  Ueiiiamin  (iarfeild 
executnr  to  this  my  will  and  testiment:  to  receive  all  due  to  inee:  and 
to  pay  all  n)y  just  debts. 

Thus  rezineing  my  spirit  to  god  yt  gave  it,  and  my  body  to  ye  dust 
from  whence  it  was  takin  :  1  (hjclare  this  to  be  my  last  will  and  testi- 
ment: and  doe  hereunto  set  my  hand  this  thirtieth  day  of  Decern,  one 
thousand  six  hundred  sixty  and  eight:  desireing  my  loveing  frends 
Nathan  Fisk  senior  and  William  ImuhI  senior  to  se  that  this  my  will 
be  performed. 

Edward  (Tarfeild  did  owne  this  to  bee  his 
will  and  did  subscribe  to  it  on  ye  day  and 
yeer  ""  above  s''  as  testifieth 

Nathan  Fiski:.     William  Bond. 

The  nuirke  of 


Taken  upon  oath  11.5.  1()72. 
-^  W'^'   r>ONi)  &  Nathan  Kiski<: 
lu'fore  Cajit,  Damkl  Cuxhcin 
And  Tiio.MAS  Danfouth.  R 


Edwaud  X  C!ai:feild. 
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N.  MANCHESTER, 
INDIANA 


